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SUBJECT: 58TH ECOSOC: SOCIAL COMMITTEE-DRAFT RESOLUTION ON HUMAN 
RIGHTS COMMUNICATIONS AND STATUS OF WOMEN, ITEM 8 

REF: STATE 098637 

1. LAST ITEM OF BUSINESS ON SOCIAL COMITE AGENDA WAS SUBJECT RES 
DRAFTED BY NETHERLANDS AND COSPONSORED BY BELGIUM, COLOMBIA AND 
MEXICO. COMITE ALSO HAD BEFORE IT SOVIET AMENDMENTS DESIGNED TO 
ANNUL INTENT OF L.685 BY REAFFIRMING DECISION OF COMMISSION ON 
STATUS OF WOMEN (CSW) TO REFER COMMUNICATIONS RELATING TO STATUS 
OF WOMEN TO COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS (HRC) UNDER PROCEDURES 
ESTABLISHED BY RES 15031X1,1111. 

2. OPENING OF MEETING WAS POSTPONED AS COSPONSORS AND SOVIETS 
WORKED OUT COMPROMISE. THIS TOOK FORM OF FOLLOWING DECISION, 
WHICH ON PROPOSAL OF CHAIRMAN WAS ADOPTED WITHOUT A VOTE. 

"THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL, 

"HAVING CONSIDERED THE DECISION OF THE COMMISSION ON THE 
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TIONS ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN AND THE EXPLANATORY NOTE BY THE SYG 
(E/5628), 

"INVITES THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN TO CONSIDER THE 
ADVISABILITY TO CONTINUE TO DEAL WITH COMMUNCIATIONS OF THE STATUS 
OF WOMEN IN THE LIGHT OF THE NOTE OF THE SYG AND THE DISCUSSION IN 
THE SOCIAL COMMITTEE OF THE COUNCIL AT ITS 58TH SESSION AND TO RE- 
PORT TO THE COUNCIL AT ITS 62D SESSION." 

3. COMMENT. ABILITY OF NETHERLANDS AND BELGIUM TO OBTAIN TWO 
THIRD WORLD COSPONSORS WAS KEY FACTOR IN ENABLING THEM TO PREVENT 
SOVIETS FROM DEFEATING PURPOSE OF THEIR RES. EGYPTIAN REP BADAWI 
ACTED AS BROKER BETWEEN COSPONSORS AND SOVIETS THEREBY REPEATING 
ACTIVE AND GENERALLY CONSTRUCTIVE ROLE HE HAS PLAYED AT THIS 
SESSION. EVEN AMONG PROPONENTS OF DRAFT RES THERE WAS FEELING 
THAT ECOSOC SHOULD NOT SECOND-GUESS CSW AS IT DID IN ORIGINAL 
NETHERLANDS DRAFT AND THAT IT SHOULD NOT GO BEYOND INVITING CSW 
TO CONSIDER THE ADVISABILITY OF CONTINUING TO DEAL WITH COMMUNI- 
CATIONS ITSELF, INSTEAD OF LEAVING THAT UP TO HRC. US DEL 
AGREES THAT TONE OF ORIGINAL DRAFT MIGHT WELL HAVE PROVEN COUNTER- 
PRODUCTIVE WHEN CSW CONVENED AGAIN AND THAT THIS DRAFT DECISION IS 
MORE TACTFUL WAY TO HANDLE ISSUE. CSW IS TO REPORT TO ECOSOC AT 
62D, RATHER THAN 60TH SESSION BECAUSE ACCORDING TO SECT, CSW WILL 
CONVENE IN AUTUMN OF 1976, RATHER THAN IN JANUARY AS IT DID IN 
1974. SOVIETS, WHO SELDOM MISS AN OPPORTUNITY TO RESTRICT ROLE OF 
UN IN HUMAN RIGHTS FIELD NO MATTER HOW MINOR THAT ROLE MAY BE, WILL 
UNDOUBTEDLY TRY TO CLOSE DOOR THIS ECOSOC DECISION HAS OPENED UP 
WHEN CSW CONVENES AGAIN 
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